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SERVICE BULLETIN

Autocar, LLC
551 South Washington Street
P.O. Box 190
Hagerstown, IN 47346-0190 AC-SB-256-0706-P152

JUNE, 2007SB 2-220-001

ATTENTION: SERVICE MANAGERS / 
PARTS MANAGERS

SUBJECT: AFTERMARKET ENGINE 
AIR FILTER ELEMENTS

Service Bulletin Information
Service bulletins are product modifi cations and/or 
product improvements that Autocar has determined will 
enhance the operation of the truck.

This bulletin provides information regarding fi eld 
service replacement of the primary engine air fi lter 
element.  Autocar has learned that in some cases, 
Autocar truck owners have replaced the air fi lter 
element with a fi lter element which is not recommended 
by the manufacturer of the air fi ltration system.  This 
service bulletin describes the correct replacement fi lter 
element and the correct fi lter replacement procedure.

Parts
Autocar recommends that only genuine replacement 
Donaldson air fi lter elements be installed on Autocar 
trucks because they provide the best fi t with the 
existing air fi ltration system.  If a Donaldson fi lter 
element is not used, truck owners must ensure that 
cross-reference lists are accurate.  Autocar and 
Donaldson will not be responsible for damage caused 
by an engine’s intake of unfi ltered air which results form 
the use of an alternative replacement air fi lter element.

Repair
Verify the air fi lter element part number and replace 
the fi lter according to the REPAIR PROCEDURE
beginning on page 2.

Continuous Product Improvement
Autocar strives to continually evaluate and improve its 
trucks’ performance in the fi eld. It is our goal that every 
truck performs to the high standards by which Autocar 
trucks are built. While we are committed to continuous 
product improvement, Autocar is not required to 
update chassis after they have been put into service.

SAFETY NOTICES

TAGOUT/LOCKOUT PROCEDURES

Before entering the vehicle or vehicle body, read 
and follow OSHA regulations concerning entry and 
working in “CONFINED SPACE” OSHA 1910.146 
and “LOCKOUT/TAGOUT” OSHA 1910.147.

Follow OSHA regulations while performing any 
work on the vehicle.

The vehicle must be disabled by the following 
steps before proceeding:

1. Place the transmission in NEUTRAL.
2. Set the parking brake.
3. Shut the engine OFF.
4. Turn the battery disconnect switch OFF.
5. Lock cab doors, keep the key in your pocket, 

and block the wheels before entering the body 
or performing any work on the vehicle.

6. Place magnetic “DANGER” signs on both cab 
doors before entering the body or performing 
any work on the vehicle.

WARNING
To prevent eye injury, always wear eye 

protection when performing vehicle 
maintenance, service, or inspection.

DANGER
Before working on a vehicle, turn the engine to off, 

set the parking brake, place the transmission in 
neutral and block the wheels.  Failure to do so can 
result in unexpected vehicle movement, resulting 

in serious personal injury or death.
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REPAIR PROCEDURE

STEP 1: Determine the correct replacement fi lter

• Identify the replacement part number for the air 
fi lter element.  The replacement part number is 
shown on a decal, applied to the air fi lter assembly 
(Figure 1).

NOTE: The part number for the air fi lter element 
may be different than the part number 
shown in Figure 1.

NOTICE
Failure to replace the air fi lter element using the 
correct part number can result in an inadequate 
seal between the fi lter element and the air fi lter 

housing.  An inadequate seal will allow unfi ltered 
air to enter the engine which will cause 

accelerated wear and damage to the engine.

NOTICE
If a genuine Donaldson fi lter element is not 

used as replacement, it is crucial that any other 
manufacturer’s air fi lter element is accurately 
cross-referenced and verifi ed to be the correct 

service replacement part.

Engine failures which are the result of unfi ltered 
air entering the engine through an incorrectly 

installed or incorrectly designed replacement air 
fi lter element should be directed to the specifi c 
air fi lter element’s manufacturer, or to the agent 

designated by the fi lter’s manufacturer.

Figure 1

Look for this trademark
to ensure original
equipment quality.

Radial Seal
See owner’s manual for detailed service instructions
1. Inspect sealing surfaces and clean with damp rag.
2. Inspect intake system seals and tighten clamps.
3. Check replacement filter for any damage.
4. Seat filter fully before latching cup.

Label # P534041 Rev. 5

Donaldson Part # OEM Part #

Air Cleaner • Filtro de Aire • Filtre à Air

Primary Filter • Filtro de Aire • Filtre à Air

Safety Filter • Elemento de Filtro Secundario • Elément de Sécurite
Covered by or for use under one or more of the following:  US Pats. 5547480 5693109 5863313
6187240 63122491 Des 401306 399119; EP Pat 0740574; UK 074057 & Reg 2073095; JP Des 1135716;
CA Pat 1340177; AU Pat 610837; KR Pat 95930 & 352201; BR Pat P18707863-5 & PI 9506629-2; RSA 
Pat 87/6699; PRC Pat ZL95191278X; DBGM 29\521172.5 & 695131451; MX Pat 190459; FR Pat 0740574; 
SE 0740574; IT0740574; others issued and pending.

Made in U.S.A.

G150049

P527682

P527683
TM

Air filter element
part number



3 of 4

SERVICE BULLETIN

Autocar, LLC
551 South Washington Street
P.O. Box 190
Hagerstown, IN 47346-0190 AC-SB-256-0706-P152

JUNE, 2007SB 2-220-001
STEP 2: Remove the air fi lter

• Unfasten or unlatch the service cover.  Because 
the fi lter element  fi ts tightly over the outlet tube 
to create the critical seal, there will be some initial 
resistance in breaking the seal.

• Gently move the end of the fi lter element back and 
forth to break the seal then rotate while pulling 
straight out (Figure 2).

• Avoid knocking the fi lter element against the 
housing.

NOTE: If the air fi lter assembly is equipped with 
a safety fi lter, replace it with every third
primary fi lter change.  Remove the safety 
fi lter in the same manner as the primary 
fi lter.  Cover the air cleaner outlet tube to 
prevent any unfi ltered contaminant from 
dropping into the engine.

STEP 3: Clean both surfaces of the outlet tube 
and check the Vacuator™ valve

• Use a clean cloth to wipe the fi lter sealing surface 
and the inside of the outlet tube (Figure 3).  
Contaminant on the sealing surface could hinder 
an effective seal and cause leakage.

• Make sure that all contaminant is removed before 
the new fi lter element is inserted.  Dirt accidently 
transferred to the inside of the outlet tube will 
reach the engine and cause accelerated engine 
wear.  Be careful not to damage the sealing area 
on the tube.

NOTE: If your air fi lter assembly  is equipped with a 
Vacuator valve (Figure 4), visually check and 
squeeze the valve to make sure it is fl exible 
and not inverted, damaged or plugged.

STEP 4: Inspect the old air fi lter for evidence of 
air leaks

• Visually inspect the old fi lter element for any signs 
of leaks (Figure 5).  A streak of dust on the clean 
side of the fi lter is a clear indicator of an air leak.

• Correct the cause of any air leaks before installing 
the new fi lter element.

Figure 3

Wipe the outer 
edge of the outlet 

tube clean.

Wipe the inside 
edge of the outlet 

tube clean.

Figure 2

Figure 4

Figure 5
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• No cover pressure is required to hold the seal 
betwen the fi lter element and the fi lter housing.

• If the service cover contacts the fi lter element 
before the cover is seated, remove the cover and 
push the fi lter (by hand) deeper into the air cleaner 
housing.  The cover should then install without any 
additional force.

• Fasten the service cover.

STEP 7: Check air intake piping for a tight fi t

• Make sure that all mounting bands, clamps, bolts, 
and connections in the entire air intake system are 
secure.

• Check for holes in the air intake piping and repair 
if needed.

Any leaks in the intake piping will allow unfi ltered 
air directly into the engine.

Please direct all questions regarding this service 
bulletin to:  info@autocartruck.com or call the service 
hotline at 877.973.3486, extension 6062.

STEP 5: Inspect the new air fi lter for damage

• Inspect the new fi lter element carefully, paying 
attention to the inside of the open end, which is the 
sealing area (Figure 6).

• NEVER install a damaged fi lter element.  

NOTE: A new radial seal fi lter may have a 
dry lubricant applied to the seal to aid 
installation.

STEP 6: Insert the new radial seal fi lter properly

• If the vehicle is equipped with a safety fi lter, it 
should be seated into position before installing the 
primary fi lter element.

• Insert the new fi lter element carefully.  Seat the 
fi lter by hand, making certain it is bottomed-out in 
the air cleaner housing (Figure 7).

• The critical sealing collar will stretch slightly, 
adjusting itself to distribute the sealing pressure 
evenly.

• To complete a tight seal, apply pressure by hand 
at the outer rim of the fi lter element, not the fl exible 
center.

Avoid pushing on the center of the urethane end 
cap.

Figure 7

NOTICE
Never use the service cover to push the fi lter 
element into place.  Using the cover to push 

the fi lter in could damage the air fi lter housing, 
cover fasteners, and will void the air fi lter 

assembly warranty.

Figure 6


